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Before After

Fashion Actions that Wow!
Review by Michael Corsentino

Highly sought-after fashion photographer, Photoshop guru, and 

workshop leader Emily Soto is back with a new set of fashion-

inspired Photoshop actions and Lightroom presets. 

The new Photoshop Classic Collection Bundle includes all four 

of the Classic Collection action sets (both new and revamped) in a 

discounted package that saves you sixty bucks compared to pur-

chasing each collection separately. Some of my favorite actions 

are: Alison, Alice, Molly, Sofie, and Caroline. Each is different, with 

just the right amount of wow to stop people in their tracks. 

If you love dreamy, ethereal, sun-drenched images, you’re 

going to love what you can do with the Classic Collection 

actions. Each action is smartly designed and fully customizable, 

giving users all the flexibility needed to create their own signa-

ture looks quickly and easily. Effects such as adjustable flare and 

haze along with realistic grain and vintage looks are just a few 

of the standout tools available. 

Getting up to speed is no problem thanks to the “Tool Tips” 

that are included with the Collection. These tips help guide you 

step by step as you use the actions to create your fashion and 

portrait masterpieces. 

Also worth noting are the new Victorian Collection and pop-

ular Fashion Skin Pro retouching actions, both top shelf!

Visit the Fashion Actions website and Facebook page for 

a look at tons of gorgeous, user-submitted, before-and-after 

images, as well as video tutorials covering every aspect of these 

inspired actions. ■

  Photoshop Classic 
Collection Bundle 

Company: Manfrotto Distribution Inc. Price: Starting at $54.99 

Web: www.manfrotto.us Rating: ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆

Hot: Broad areas of glare can be minimized and shifted

Not: Specular highlights aren’t especially changed

32" Color MultiSync Display 
Review by Daniel M. East

Two Professional Lens Filters from Manfrotto 
Review by Larry Becker 

Full-Featured Light Meter 
 Review by Daniel M. East

 NEC PA322UHD-BK

The Consumer Electronics Association defines 4K video displays as 

“Ultra High-Definition” (UHD), with no less than 8 million active 

pixels at 3840x2160 resolution. For photo, video, and graph-

ics professionals, these newer-generation models can present a 

clearer, more accurate representation of your content. For profes-

sional applications, NEC brings clarity to its PA322UHD 32" desk-

top monitor with all of the features that make this unit part of 

your workflow. Specifications tell only part of the story, however. 

Like most 4K UHD displays, the PA322UHD is big on contrast 

and visually flicker-free, but it offers improvements over most tra-

ditional displays. In this case, excellent quality also brings a slightly 

higher price tag: $2,999. When compared with other monitors, 

however, this NEC is 32" of crisp, clean quality, making it better 

for critical applications. 

For example, the Samsung U32D970Q is under $1,700, but it 

doesn’t offer that same clarity. In fact, the U32D970Q may have 

too much contrast and a higher black density than some may pre-

fer. On the higher end, The Sony TRIMASTER PVM-X300, des-

ignated for 4K input signals with critical applications, costs just 

under $20,000. Of course, with so many brands, makes, and 

models of 4K displays, it’s important to balance preference and 

desired features with your budget. 

This review discusses two lens filters from Manfrotto that are 

available in seven sizes from 52–82mm: The Professional Protect 

Filter and the Professional Circular Polarizing Filter (CPL). 

It’s a great idea to have some kind of filter for your lens to 

protect it from wear and tear; however, all glass has optical 

characteristics that could cause unwanted lens flare or ghost-

ing. The solution is to use the Manfrotto Professional Protect 

Filter. It’s a piece of high-quality optical glass that Manfrotto 

has refined with 12 layers of coatings that make the filter water 

repellent, scratch- and oil-resistant, antistatic, and anti-reflec-

tive. Manfrotto claims its anti-reflective coating allows 99.3% 

of the light to pass through. 

I shot some bright scenes with strong glare without and with 

the Protect Filter, and the shots were identical—no ghosting or 

other aberrations. Of course I didn’t try to scratch the Protect 

Filter or smear it with grease; however, I found it easy to clean 

with a lens cloth, and static didn’t seem to be a problem. 

When I’m in a situation where light creates glare, I add a 

polarizing filter, which causes all light entering the lens to come 

A proper light meter helps ensure the accuracy of your exposures, 

and for studio environments, using a flash meter can provide you 

with the best possible settings for nearly any subject matter. The 

Polaris Karat Flash Meter (SPDFM3) brings function to a well-

designed form, providing the user with an accurate, easy-to-use 

device that will improve your flash photography’s exposures. 

Measuring both flash and ambient light is something usu-

ally found in more costly metering systems. (In budget meters, 

accuracy suffers.) When comparing results with brand name and 

third-party flash systems, as well as DSLRs from Canon and Nikon,  

I found all of the Polaris Karat Flash measurements were on par 

with a Gossen Starlite 2 and a Sekonic LiteMaster Pro L-478DR. 

Given its $329.99 suggested retail price, the Polaris has many fea-

tures that add value to an already more affordable meter. 

As well as measuring both flash and ambient light, the Polaris 

Karat has the ability to run in Auto ISO mode, and its Flash Dura-

tion and Flash Ratio modes are options seldom seen in a <$500 

meter. In my strobe-system photography test, the accuracy of 

each exposure was excellent and, to be completely honest, sur-

prising to some degree. This slightly long, lightweight device has a 

My only criticisms about the NEC PA322UHD display are its 

tremendous weight for its size, and the terrible sound from its 

internal speakers. At this price point, it would be great if the audio 

were as good as the video. Although not the cheapest, it’s one 

of the best monitors in its class with more features than can be 

conveyed in this space. The NEC PA322UHD has impressive image 

quality and, once it’s calibrated, you may find yourself staring at 

your own work, just to see how great it looks on this display. ■

from only one direction. With Manfrotto’s CPL, you can freely 

turn the filter face to any direction you like, giving you control 

over the direction of light entering your lens. 

I set up a scene with bright glare, took a test shot without 

the filter, then took several shots with the CPL, rotating the 

face of the polarizer 30º each time. In the polarizer shots, the 

glare was knocked down dramatically, bringing out rich colors 

that were previously bright and colorless. This isn’t likely to hap-

pen with a fixed polarizer. These Manfrotto filters do just what 

they’re supposed to do. ■

small screen that’s easy to see and read. You can program several 

of the settings options, and store readings in the unit’s memory. In 

terms of specifications and features, the 35º non-interchangeable 

rotating receptor head, ISO range from 3–8000 (in 1/3 incre-

ments), measuring modes, and ergonomic design are just a few 

of the things that make this meter great. 

Turn it on, select your mode, adjust your settings, and that’s it. 

For features, accuracy, and ability, you’ll be hard-pressed to find 

another product as good at this price point. ■

 Professional Protect and 
Circular Polarizing Filters 

Polaris Karat Flash Meter

Company: Fashion Actions Price: $199  

Web: www.fashionactions.com Rating: ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆

Hot: Creative, adjustable actions add polish to your work

 Not: 

Company: NEC Display Solutions  Price: $2,999

Web: www.necdisplay.com Rating: ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆

Hot: Image clarity; connectivity; build quality; setup ease

Not: Speaker quality; weight

Company: OmegaBrandess Price: $329.99

Web: www.omegabrandess.com Rating: ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆

Hot: Accuracy; programmable; high-end features; versatility; slim design

 Not: 

www.manfrotto.us
www.fashionactions.com
www.necdisplay.com
www.omegabrandess.com
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