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Lightning Fast with Multiple Connectivity Options
Review by Daniel M. East

Lots of Resolution for Photo, Video, and Design Work
Review by Daniel M. East

 Thunderbolt 2 Dock

There’s so much to love about Thunderbolt connectivity. It saves 

space, reduces clutter, and is one of the fastest ways to connect 

peripheral devices to your computer. These devices also support 

daisy-chain connections via USB 3 or FireWire 800, so you can 

use your devices in nearly endless configurations. There are two 

major distinctions that make Other World Computing’s (OWC) 

Thunderbolt 2 Dock the favorite as more and more of these hub-

devices emerge. First, you have all of the ports needed to connect 

nearly any type of storage, display, network, or other device with 

stunningly fast performance. Second, the beautiful design of the 

product, which is smaller than a standard computer keyboard.

When you compare the OWC Thunderbolt 2 Dock to its com-

petition, there’s no question that you have more possible con-

nectivity options with this one. Belkin’s Thunderbolt 2 Express 

Dock HD is also $299.99, but has only three USB 3 direct ports 

(although you can daisy-chain USB 3 and FireWire 800 on the 

devices) compared to OWC’s five. Belkin doesn’t offer audio 

input, either. The CalDigit Thunderbolt Station 2 offers audio in 

and out ports, but doesn’t have a FireWire port. It does support 

You may hear a lot about Thunderbolt 2 and its benefits, and 

one great benefit is for displays. Even with Thunderbolt 1, your 

throughput and connectivity options are faster with more con-

figuration possibilities. This is especially true if you use more than 

one monitor. With NEC’s ultra-high-definition (UHD) 24" Multi-

Sync EA244UHD, you can take advantage of all of those things 

and more with support for DisplayPort, HDMI/MHL, and DVI-D. 

Stunning image quality comes via 4K (3840x2160) resolution 

and a 16:9 aspect ratio.

For all of its features, such as Picture by Picture, ambient light 

and human presence sensors, ECO mode, more than 1 billion 

displayable colors, three USB ports, and more, the real story is 

the excellent image quality for video, photography, and design 

work. Text is without artifacts and image density is deep, rich, 

and effectively flicker-free to the naked eye. It’s so sharp and clear 

that you may want to sit very close to be certain you can believe 

your eyes. It’s an amazingly bright monitor. 

Windows and costs $199.99. The only competitor that comes 

close to the connectivity options is Henge Docks with their Mac-

Book Pro with Retina Display Horizontal Dock, which is more of a 

cradle and sports a $399 price tag. 

OWC continues to create reliable, functional, well-thought-

out products that employ and support the latest technologies 

for consumers and professionals. The Thunderbolt 2 Dock not 

only provides consistently fast performance for all of the devices 

simultaneously, but it does so at a competitive price that makes 

it a fantastic choice, even if you don’t have a lot of peripheral 

devices yet. ■

The only obstacle in this display is that it has about a 2% warm 

cast, even after several calibrations, and the best results come 

from disabling all of the auto modes, which are on by default. 

The other hurdle is its price. At $1,199, this is a display for a spe-

cific set of needs, but it’s well worth it if you want super-clean, 

sharp, HD images and videos. It’s a great size for most work, 

especially if you prefer more than one monitor. ■

 MultiSync EA244UHD 4K Display

Company: Other World Computing	 Price: $299.99

Web: www.macsales.com	 Rating: ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆

	 Hot: All the ports you need; audio input & output; multidisplay support

	 Not: No support for Windows

Company: NEC	 Price: $1,199

Web: www.necdisplay.com	 Rating: ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆

	 Hot: Image quality; Thunderbolt connectivity; large viewing radius

	 Not: �Slightly warm image even after calibration
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Finally, the masterful Jay Maisel has put down on paper at least 

a tiny fraction of what many of us have learned from him in 

auditoriums, classrooms, and workshops (and restaurants and 

taxis for some of us very lucky people). Since “retiring” almost 

two decades ago, Jay has continued to produce incredible 

images. During his award-winning career (too many honors 

to list in this review), his photos graced advertisements, book 

covers, and magazines (including several Sports Illustrated 

swimsuit issues), and can be found in collections, both public 

and private. After reading the first several pages in which the 

author describes light, gesture (seeming somewhat frustrated 

on describing this), and color, you’ll find about 250 photos, 

each with a brief description of why he likes the shot enough 

to include it in the book. Some of the descriptions are quite 

brief, but all are to the point. Read, then study each image.

While this book’s subtitle is “Seeing and Creativity,” it may 

come across as more of a manifesto against digital photogra-

phy and digital photographers. While the author does admit to 

using a digital camera as his second camera, he spends much 

of the book promoting his use of a 4x5 film camera. He also 

admits that some of his digital photos would not be possible 

with the 4x5. He generalizes that digital photographers simply 

keep pressing the button and hoping something good comes 

out later. There appears to be no place in his world for digital 

photographers who actually take time to evaluate and com-

pose a scene before making the photo. There is much valuable 

text in the book, but it’s surrounded by so much “me” that it’s 

hard to find. Many of the example photos are stunning and 

this book’s greatest value may be in those images. Read with 

great patience.

The Essence of Photography: Seeing and CreativityLight, Gesture & Color
By Bruce BarnbaumBy Jay Maisel

          

Publisher: New Riders	 Pages: 264

Website: www.newriders.com

	 Price: $54.99		  Rating:  ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆

Publisher: Rocky Nook, Inc.	 Pages: 186

Website: www.rockynook.com 

	 Price: $39.95	 Rating:  ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆
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